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[image: image]About Mark Robens Esq.
Opinion Article
Mark Robens is an attorney with over 40 years of experience in practicing and consulting mainly in the areas of Family Law, Public Safety, Emergency Services, Mediation, Employment/Labor, Business Law/Civil Litigation. This type of attorney has the ability to represent a multitude of clients from individuals to large corporations. In this article, we will discuss the reasons why Mark Robens is a respected attorney and how his experience and expertise in some of the most complex legal areas have led to his success.
Background and Experience
Mark Robens has been practicing law since 1981. During his career, he has gained extensive experience in some of the most complex areas of law. He has a knack for handling cases related to family law, public safety and emergency services representation of fire departments, fire districts, and law enforcement agencies, Mediation, Employment/Labor, Business Law/Civil Litigation. With his vast experience and knowledge, he has been able to provide quality legal representation to his clients.
Family Law
Family law is one of the areas in which Mark Robens has made his mark. He understands that family law disputes are often some of the toughest battles people face concerning their property, assets, or, most of all, their children. Mark Robens recognizes the importance of approaching cases related to divorce, child custody, and adoptions, with a collaborative approach. He is a compassionate and skilled attorney who seeks to find peaceful solutions for his clients. Mark is an advocate of mediation or collaborative divorce, which helps clients focus on the future rather than past mistakes.
Public Safety and Emergency Services
Robens has represented fire departments, fire districts, law enforcement agencies, and insurance carriers whose insured’s employees got injured in the line of duty. He has significant experience negotiating and litigating claims arising from these dangerous professions. His approach is custom-tailored to each client’s needs and goals, whether they are seeking the best settlement or preparing for a trial.
Mediation
Mark Robens is very experienced in Mediation. To him, the ideal outcome of mediation is one where both parties come to a mutually acceptable agreement, therefore avoiding the risks and uncertainties of litigation. This service is often less costly and results in a quicker resolution of issues than a typical court or trial experience. It involves the services of an impartial mediator who helps the parties reach an agreement. This is a quicker, less expensive, and more peaceful solution for parties who may have to deal with an irrational counterpart.
Employment and Labor Law
In addition to his experience in Family and other forms of law, Mark Robens has expertise in Employment/Labor and Business Law/Civil Litigation. He informs his clients about new labor laws and their legal rights and negotiates and litigates disputes. The rights of both employers and employees are continually evolving, so it is important to find an expert who understands the changes and can achieve the ideal result in each case.
Civil Litigation
Mark Robens is an experienced litigator in civil cases. He understands the need for prompt action and timely strategy. Mark prioritizes the client’s needs and resources and works towards finding the optimum solution. With his experience, he ensures that the process is as straightforward as possible, and he protects his client’s business interests and assets. Mark Robens has secured numerous favorable verdicts, settlements, and mediation outcomes in high-stakes litigation.
Beyond the Law
Outside of the courtroom, Mark Robens is actively involved in his community and professional associations. He served on the Washoe County Human Services Board and the Henderson Police Department’s Civil Service Board. Robens has coordinated the Senior Law Project in Reno, Nevada, and is a member of the Nevada Ethics Commission. He is a member of Nevada State Bar Association and is active in the Clark County Bar Association. With this kind of contribution to society, he has become one of the most influential attorneys in his community.
Conclusion
Mark Robens the Esquire is a highly respected attorney with over four decades of experience in various branches of law. Among his standout specialties are family law, public safety and emergency services representation of fire departments, fire districts, and law enforcement agencies, Mediation, Employment/Labor, Business Law/Civil Litigation. Mark Robens is the kind of attorney that makes a big impact in his clients’ lives. He has dedicated his entire professional life to providing the best legal representation possible. For individuals or large corporations with complicated legal issues, Mark Robens is the go-to attorney.
Mark-Robens,Family
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[image: image]Opinion Article
The Problems with Domestic Violence Laws and the Need for Strong Legal Defense Strategies
Domestic violence is a serious offense that can have severe consequences for the accused. In Arizona and many other states, the penalties for domestic violence can include jail time, fines, mandatory counseling, and loss of rights, such as the right to own a firearm. If you have been accused of domestic violence, it is essential to seek legal help immediately. The team at Colburn Hintze Maletta has years of experience in defending clients facing domestic violence charges. However, the legal system’s complexities, the sensitivity of domestic violence cases, and the need for strong legal defense create a situation with several contentious issues that need to be addressed.
The Problems with Domestic Violence Laws
The laws regarding domestic violence vary from state to state but are usually more severe than laws governing other similar offenses. Domestic violence laws are designed to protect victims and punish offenders, but they also create some problems. For example, the definition of domestic violence is broad and can include actions that are not necessarily violent. If your spouse or partner feels threatened by your behavior, you can be charged with domestic violence, even if you have not physically harmed them. Additionally, false accusations are common in domestic violence cases, which can make it difficult to prove your innocence.
 

The Need for Strong Legal Defense Strategies
Domestic violence charges are often based on he-said-she-said allegations, which makes it difficult to prove who is telling the truth. In many cases, the accuser’s story may be inconsistent or exaggerated, but it is up to the defendant to prove this. That is where a skilled criminal defense attorney comes in. A competent defense attorney can investigate the case and challenge the prosecution’s evidence. It is crucial to contact an experienced criminal defense attorney as soon as possible after being charged with domestic violence.
 

The Benefits of Hiring a Criminal Defense Attorney
There are several benefits to hiring a criminal defense attorney to defend you against domestic violence charges. A good attorney will have experience handling domestic violence cases and a thorough understanding of the local court system. Your attorney will know how to build a solid defense strategy and use it to your advantage in court. Additionally, your attorney can negotiate with the prosecution on your behalf to reach a plea agreement that results in reduced charges or penalties. This can help you avoid the worst consequences of a domestic violence charge, such as jail time, fines, and a criminal record.
 

The Importance of a Free and Confidential Consultation
At Colburn Hintze Maletta, we understand that domestic violence charges can be extremely overwhelming and can affect every aspect of your life. That’s why we offer a free and confidential initial consultation to discuss your case and explore potential defense strategies. During your consultation, our experienced criminal defense attorneys will listen to your story, answer your questions, and provide you with valuable legal advice. They will explain your rights, go over the evidence against you, and discuss your options for moving forward. 
 

The Role of Strong Legal Defense Strategies in Domestic Violence Cases
Strong legal defense strategies are essential in domestic violence cases because they can make all the difference between having your charges dismissed or facing severe penalties. A good defense attorney will have the experience, knowledge, and skills necessary to fight for your rights and protect you from unjust allegations. They will work tirelessly to uncover inconsistencies in the prosecution’s case and challenge any evidence against you. They will also counsel you on the best course of action to take to minimize the potential impact of the charges on your life.
 

Conclusion
Domestic violence is a serious crime, but false accusations are also prevalent. If you have been accused of domestic violence, it is essential to take the accusations seriously and seek help from an experienced criminal defense attorney. At Colburn Hintze Maletta, we have a proven track record of success in defending clients against domestic violence charges. We offer a free and confidential initial consultation that can give you valuable information and guidance on how to proceed. Contact us today to learn more about how we can help you with your domestic violence case.
Defense Strategies for a Domestic Violence Charge in AZ-
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The Importance of Modifying Child Custody Agreements During the Holiday Season
The holiday season is a time for celebration and family gatherings, but for divorced or separated parents, it can bring added stress and challenges. Child custody agreements that work well during other times of the year may need to be modified to accommodate holiday schedules and traditions.
The Basics of Child Custody Agreements
Child custody is one of the most important considerations in any divorce or separation involving children. Custody agreements outline the rights and responsibilities of each parent when it comes to making decisions about the child’s welfare and determining where the child will live. These agreements can be reached as part of a divorce settlement or ordered by a judge.
Why Modify Custody Agreements for the Holidays?
The holiday season presents unique opportunities and challenges for families, and custody agreements may need to be modified to address them. For example, one parent may want to take the child out of town to visit relatives, while the other parent may want to spend time with the child during a specific holiday. Without modification, custody agreements may not account for these situations, leaving parents and children feeling disappointed and frustrated. Modifying the agreement can help ensure that both parents have the opportunity to spend time with the child during the holidays and can help minimize conflicts and stress.
The Importance of Cooperation
Modifying custody agreements requires cooperation between both parents. It is essential that both parents are aware of the need for modification and are willing to work together to make it happen. Communication is key, and parents should begin discussing holiday plans early to avoid last-minute conflicts.
How to Modify Custody Agreements
Modifying custody agreements typically requires court approval. Parents may need to file a motion to modify the agreement and provide evidence that the modification is in the child’s best interests. Factors that may be considered include the child’s age, health, and relationship with each parent, as well as any special needs or circumstances.
The Benefits of Modifying Custody Agreements
Modifying custody agreements for the holidays can have many benefits for both parents and children. It can help ensure that everyone has the opportunity to spend time with loved ones and create memories that will last a lifetime. It can also help reduce stress and conflict, allowing everyone to enjoy the holiday season to the fullest.
Consulting with an Attorney
Modifying custody agreements can be a complicated process, and it is essential to consult with an attorney to ensure that all necessary steps are taken. An experienced family law attorney can help parents understand their rights and obligations and work to ensure that modifications are made in a timely and efficient manner.
Conclusion
The holiday season is a time for joy and celebration, but it can also be a time of stress and conflict for divorced or separated parents. Modifying custody agreements can help ensure that everyone has the opportunity to enjoy this special time of year. By working together and consulting with an experienced family law attorney, parents can help ensure that their child’s holiday season is one to remember.
Holiday Season Child Custody Agreement Modifications-
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[image: image]Feature Article: The Holiday Season and False Allegations of Domestic Violence
The holiday season is typically a time of joy and merriment, celebrated with friends and loved ones. Unfortunately, it is also a time of year when there is a significant increase in domestic violence allegations. According to several studies, domestic violence calls increase up to 22% during the holiday season. Although not all allegations are false, some can be attributed to the stress of the season. These false accusations can cause significant damage to relationships and can lead to serious legal consequences for the accused. In this feature article, we will explore the issue of false allegations of domestic violence during the holiday season and examine how individuals can protect themselves from such accusations.
Why do Allegations of Domestic Violence Increase During the Holidays?
There are many reasons why domestic violence allegations increase during the holiday season. For one, holiday celebrations are meant to be enjoyed with family and friends. However, for those who may not have strong familial or social ties, this can be a difficult time. For couples, the holiday season may bring additional stress in the form of financial pressure due to holiday gifts, increased social obligations, and expectations to put on a “perfect” holiday celebration. These stressors can contribute to arguments or disagreements which may escalate into physical altercations. Additionally, increased alcohol consumption at holiday parties can often fuel arguments that turn violent.
The Consequences of a False Accusation
A false accusation of domestic violence can have serious consequences, both for the accused and for the accuser. Domestic violence accusations can lead to criminal charges, restraining orders, and even the loss of custody of a child. If an individual is falsely accused of domestic violence, their reputation and relationship with family and friends can be severely damaged, even if the accusations are ultimately dismissed. False accusations can also be used as a bargaining tool in divorce or custody cases, with some individuals using them to gain an advantage in court or negotiations.
Legal Protections for Those Falsely Accused
If you have been falsely accused of domestic violence during the holiday season, there are legal protections available to you. The first step is to seek the advice of an experienced criminal defense lawyer. They can help you navigate the legal system and defend your rights. Some legal protections available to those falsely accused of domestic violence include the Sixth Amendment right to counsel and the right to a fair and impartial trial. Additionally, individuals accused of domestic violence have the right to present evidence in their defense and cross-examine witnesses.
Protecting Yourself from False Accusations
While there is no guaranteed way to avoid false accusations of domestic violence, there are steps you can take to protect yourself. Firstly, it’s important to avoid confrontations with family or loved ones during holiday celebrations, particularly when alcohol is involved. Secondly, if you’re in a volatile relationship, you may want to consider seeking professional counseling or taking a break from the relationship during the holiday season. Finally, if you are falsely accused of domestic violence, it’s important to remain calm and level-headed. Do not engage in any behavior that could be perceived as threatening or violent, and seek legal advice as soon as possible.
Understanding the Impact of False Accusations on Domestic Violence Survivors
While it’s important to protect yourself from false accusations of domestic violence, it’s equally important to understand the impact that these accusations have on domestic violence survivors. False allegations can perpetuate the stereotype that domestic violence survivors are liars or that domestic violence is not a serious issue. It also takes focus away from the real victims of domestic violence and can create an environment in which survivors are afraid to speak out for fear of not being believed. It’s important to remember that domestic violence is a serious issue that affects millions of people every year, and that false allegations do a disservice to those who are truly in need of help.
Conclusion
False allegations of domestic violence can have devastating impacts on both the accused and the accuser, and the holiday season can be a particularly challenging time of year when it comes to such accusations. As we celebrate the holidays this year, it’s important to be mindful of the potential for tensions to escalate, and to take steps to protect ourselves and our loved ones. By remaining calm, seeking legal advice as soon as possible, and understanding the impact of false allegations on domestic violence survivors, we can ensure that the holiday season remains a time of joy and togetherness for everyone.
Source: Holiday Season and False Allegations of Domestic Violence
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The Truth About Drug Charges Elevated to a Felony
Drug charges are a serious matter, and when those charges are elevated to a felony, the consequences can be severe. While many people are aware of the basics of drug charges, such as what constitutes possession, they may be unaware of what can cause a misdemeanor drug charge to be elevated to a felony charge. In this investigative article, we will take an in-depth look at drug charges and the reasons why they are sometimes elevated to a felony.
What is a Felony Drug Charge?
A felony drug charge is a serious offense that usually involves the manufacture, sale, or trafficking of drugs. These offenses are classified as felonies because they are considered more severe than misdemeanor charges. Felony charges result in substantially more jail time, higher fines, and longer probation periods. Individuals charged with felony drug offenses may not be eligible for bail or may face significantly higher bail amounts than those charged with misdemeanors.
What is a Misdemeanor Drug Charge?
A misdemeanor drug charge is a lesser drug offense that typically involves drug possession for personal use. Misdemeanor charges can result in smaller fines, shorter probation periods, and less jail time. Individuals charged with misdemeanors may also be eligible for bail, and their bail amounts are usually much lower than those charged with felonies.
Why Was My Misdemeanor Charge Elevated to a Felony Charge?
One of the most significant reasons for a misdemeanor drug charge to be elevated to a felony is the quantity of drugs found. In many cases, a small amount of drugs will result in a misdemeanor charge, but if a larger quantity is found, the charge may be elevated to a felony. Additionally, if the individual has a history of drug offenses, this can result in the charge being elevated. 
What is Possession with Intent?
Possession with intent refers to the intent to sell drugs, even if the individual has not yet sold or distributed the drugs. In cases of possession with intent, the charge is automatically escalated to a felony. The intent to sell drugs can be inferred from the quantity of drugs found, drug paraphernalia such as baggies, scales, or large sums of cash. 
Can Prescription Drugs Lead to a Felony Charge?
While prescription drugs are legal when prescribed by a licensed physician, their possession or distribution can result in criminal charges. Prescription drug charges can be misdemeanors or felonies, depending on the quantity of drugs, the intent to sell or distribute the drugs, and the individual’s prior history of drug offenses.
Fighting Felony Drug Charges
If you are facing felony drug charges, it is crucial to speak with an experienced criminal defense attorney. Your attorney can help you understand the charges and the possible consequences. Your attorney can also work to develop a defense strategy and fight to protect your rights, reputation, and freedom.
Contact a Criminal Defense Attorney
If you are facing drug charges elevated to a felony, the experienced criminal defense attorneys at Kolsrud Law Offices can help. Our attorneys have the skills, knowledge, and compassion needed to fight for your rights and protect your future. Contact us today to schedule a consultation.
Drug Charges Elevated to a Felony-
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Changes In Divorce Laws in Arizona, 2023
Divorce in Arizona can be time-consuming, but it may be the best decision if you and your spouse are unable to live together as a pair. If you are considering terminating your marriage, you should learn how to file for divorce in Arizona so that you may get through this difficult time as swiftly and successfully as possible. 
However, this blog will explain everything you need to know about divorce in Arizona so you can start the process of dissolving your marriage.
Who Can Divorce in Arizona? 
Individuals who want to file for divorce in Arizona are required to be residents of the state. In order to be eligible for divorce in Arizona, you or your spouse must have lived in the state for at least 90 days before filing divorce papers. Moreover, military members will be considered to have met Arizona’s residency requirements if they have been living in the state continuously for a period of at least 90 days prior to filing for divorce. 
How to Get a Divorce in Arizona
Filing court documents is an important step in determining how to file for divorce in Arizona. In Arizona, you must file for divorce in the county where you or your spouse resides. 
A number of forms must be included with your divorce paperwork. These forms may include the following, depending on your situation:
• Divorce Petition with or without Children,
• Suspension Provisional
• Sensitive Information Data Sheet 
• Summons on Family Court Cover Sheet
Notice of Right to Substitute Health Insurance Parent Information Program Orders and Notice Affidavit of Small Children Notice Concerning Creditors.
You must file your paperwork with the Clerk of the Court and pay a filing fee, or get a fee waiver if payment is extremely problematic.
Contested Or Uncontested Divorce
In Arizona, uncontested divorce is allowed, which means that you and your spouse concur that the marriage should end and that you agree on the issues involved in breaking your marriage, such as custody of the children and support, property and debt division, and alimony.
An uncontested separation can be less expensive, faster, and easier. By resolving complex custody and property matters on your own, you skip a full trial. You may also be able to move through the uncontested divorce process more quickly by adopting a simplified method known as a summary consent decree. However, if you and your husband cannot agree on all matters, you will have to go through a disputed divorce. This is traveling to court, providing evidence, and allowing the court to make decisions on how to address your outstanding divorce concerns.
Obtaining Legal Assistance for a Divorce in Arizona
Learning the fundamentals of how to file for divorce in Arizona will help you prepare for the end of your marriage. Yet, you will almost likely need the counsel of a skilled divorce lawyer.
Your attorney can help you understand the legal requirements for divorce, complete the required court documents, argue for your preferred divorce settlement, and ensure your rights are protected. You should contact an experienced Arizona Divorce Lawyer as soon as possible to help you with these essential steps in the dissolution of your marriage.

Divorce in Arizona
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[image: image]The Importance of Reliability in Child Witness Testimony
Child witness testimony can play a crucial role in criminal cases, particularly when it comes to sex crime cases. However, there are issues related to the reliability of child testimony that must be addressed and understood by both attorneys and judges. In this article, we will explore the various factors that come into play when a child witness testifies and the steps that can be taken to ensure the reliability of their testimony.
The Types of Criminal Cases Where a Child Witness Might Testify
Children can be called upon to testify in a variety of criminal cases, including but not limited to:
	Sexual assault
	Child abuse
	Homicide
	Domestic violence
	Kidnapping

In each of these cases, a child witness may have valuable information that can help bring a perpetrator to justice. However, it is important to keep in mind that the reliability of their testimony can be impacted by several different factors.
Issues Related to the Reliability of Child Testimony in Criminal Cases
Several issues can affect the reliability of a child witness’s testimony, including:
	Their age
	Their developmental level
	Their memory and recall abilities
	Their emotional state and reactions to stress
	Their language abilities and understanding of legal terminology

It is essential that attorneys and judges take these factors into consideration when evaluating the reliability of a child’s testimony. Experts in child psychology and development may be called upon to provide additional insight into these factors.
Can a Child Witness Be Excluded from Testifying?
While child witnesses can provide important information in criminal cases, their inclusion as witnesses can be controversial. Defense attorneys may attempt to exclude child witnesses from testifying on the grounds that their testimony is unreliable or prejudicial. However, judges generally give considerable weight to a prosecutor’s argument that a child’s testimony should be included. Ultimately, the decision to allow a child witness to testify is up to the discretion of the judge presiding over the case.
Children Testifying in Sex Crime Cases
Sex crime cases are among the most common situations in which child witnesses are called upon to testify. In these cases, it is crucial to ensure that the child is not re-traumatized by reliving their experience on the stand. Child-friendly courtrooms and interview rooms can help mitigate the stress of testifying, as can the presence of support animals or family members. Additionally, judges and attorneys should be careful not to lead the child in their questioning, which can damage the credibility of their testimony.
Examples of Inconsistent Statements in Sex Offense Cases
One of the biggest challenges in using child testimony in sex offense cases is the potential for inconsistencies. These can arise because a child may be too afraid or ashamed to disclose everything about their experience at once or because they are subject to external pressures such as influence from adults. It is important to evaluate these inconsistencies carefully and consider the possible reasons behind them.
Defenses against a Child’s Witness Testimony
Defense attorneys may use a variety of strategies to cast doubt on a child’s testimony, including:
	Claiming the child was coached to provide a certain testimony
	Claiming the child’s memory was affected by pretrial therapy or leading questioning
	Claiming the child’s statements are inconsistent with the evidence in the case

Prosecutors must be prepared to provide evidence that refutes these claims and strengthens the credibility of the child’s testimony.
FAQs
Some common questions about child witness testimony in criminal cases include:
	How can jurors be certain that a child witness is telling the truth?
	What happens if the child becomes upset or refuses to answer a question?
	How can a judge prevent the defense from harassing the child witness?

These questions and others like them should be addressed through careful preparation and the use of expert witnesses and child-friendly courtroom procedures.
In conclusion, child witness testimony can be an essential tool in criminal cases, particularly those involving sex crimes and child abuse. However, it is important to carefully consider the reliability of their testimony and take steps to mitigate potential sources of inconsistency. By doing so, judges and attorneys can work to ensure that justice is served without causing additional trauma to the child witness.
Reliability-Child, The Importance of Reliability in Child Witness Testimony
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[image: image]The Differences Between Federal Drug Trafficking and Illegal Drug Importation
Drug-related offenses are among the most common crimes in the United States. These offenses can range from simple possession to more serious crimes such as drug trafficking and drug importation. In this article, we will dive into the differences between federal drug trafficking and illegal drug importation. We will explore the implications of these offenses, the penalties involved, and the laws governing them.
Understanding Drug Trafficking under Arizona and Federal Law
Drug trafficking is the act of manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing drugs. Under Arizona law, drug trafficking is a felony offense. The severity of penalties depends on the quantity of drugs involved, the type of drug, and the offender’s prior criminal record. 
When it comes to federal law, drug trafficking is a serious criminal offense that can result in long prison sentences and hefty fines. It is punishable as a federal offense under the Controlled Substances Act. The penalties for federal drug trafficking are more severe than those for state drug trafficking offenses.
Deciphering Illegal Drug Importation Laws in the U.S.
Drug importation involves bringing drugs into the United States from other countries. This can occur via various channels, such as through international mail, private delivery services, or smuggling.
Importing drugs illegally into the U.S. violates several federal laws. One of the primary laws governing illegal drug importation is the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. This act prohibits the importation of drugs that do not comply with the safety, efficacy, and labeling requirements of the FDA.
Comparing Penalties: Drug Trafficking and Illegal Drug Importation
The penalties for drug trafficking and illegal drug importation can vary widely depending on multiple factors such as the quantity and type of drugs involved, the defendant’s prior criminal record, the level of involvement, and the scope of the operation. 
For federal drug trafficking, the penalties can include life imprisonment, hefty fines, and asset forfeiture. On the other hand, illegal drug importation carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and up to a $1 million fine.
The Role of the Controlled Substances Act in Drug-Related Offenses
The Controlled Substances Act (CSA) is a federal law that governs drug policy in the United States. It establishes federal drug policy and the restrictions on the manufacture and distribution of certain drugs. The CSA classifies drugs into five schedules based on their potential for abuse, medical use, and safety. 
Drug trafficking offenses are prosecuted under the CSA’s provisions. Regardless of the state in which a drug offense occurs, prosecutions for drug trafficking and distribution may be brought in either state or federal court.
How Arizona’s Drug Threshold Limits Influence Sentencing
In Arizona, drug trafficking penalties depend on the amount of drugs involved. The state employs threshold limits for certain drugs. For example, a person found with over nine grams of heroin may be charged with drug trafficking, while possession of less may result in a lesser charge of drug possession. The severity of penalties for drug trafficking offenses increases with the quantity of the drugs involved.
Interstate and International Implications of Drug Trafficking and Importation
Drug trafficking and importation are federal offenses that can have interstate and international implications. Interstate drug trafficking involves the transportation of drugs across state lines. Drug importation is the act of bringing drugs from other countries into the U.S. These offenses can lead to federal prosecutions, resulting in severe penalties.
The Importance of Seeking Legal Counsel
Drug trafficking and illegal drug importation charges are serious offenses that can significantly impact an individual’s future. When facing these charges, it is essential to seek legal counsel immediately to understand your rights and develop a defense strategy. An experienced criminal defense attorney can help you navigate the complex legal system and work to achieve the best possible outcome.
In conclusion, while drug trafficking and illegal drug importation are distinct offenses, both carry severe criminal penalties. Understanding the differences between these charges and the laws governing them can help individuals facing drug-related charges make better-informed decisions about their future.
For more information about federal drug trafficking and illegal drug importation laws, visit Kolsrud Law Offices.
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The decision to end a marriage is rarely easy and can be scary if you have never gone through the process in the past. While you might believe that divorces are always dramatic, your divorce does not have to be filled with bitter conflict and protracted litigation.
Many Arizonans think that they must hire a divorce lawyer to get divorced or represent themselves. However, you can choose the third option and hire a licensed legal paraprofessional at a significantly more affordable cost as compared to a traditional Phoenix divorce attorney.
Stephanie Villalobos at De Novo Law is a licensed legal paraprofessional with decades of experience in family law, and she is licensed to represent her clients throughout their divorce matters up to and including divorce trials.
Here are seven steps you can follow to get a divorce with the help of an a Licensed Legal Professional without needing to hire an expensive divorce lawyer.





 
1. Know the Requirements and the Law
If you are planning to divorce, you need to understand the following requirements to file a petition in Arizona:
	You or your spouse must have lived in the state of Arizona for at least 90 days before you can file your petition.
	If you and your spouse share children, your children must have lived in Arizona for at least six months before the Arizona court will have jurisdiction over child custody and parenting time.
	Once you file your petition, there will be a minimum waiting period of 60 days before your divorce can be finalized.
	As a no-fault state, Arizona does not require you to prove fault to obtain a divorce.

  





2. Decide Whether to Represent Yourself, Hire a Licensed LP, or a Retain a Divorce Lawyer
You will need to decide whether to try to represent yourself to obtain a divorce without a lawyer, hire a licensed Arizona legal paraprofessional to obtain a divorce without a lawyer, or retain a divorce attorney.
Representing Yourself (The Cheapest but Potentially Disastrous Method)
While spending money while dealing with the issues of filing for divorce is the last thing on people’s mind, there is always the ability to file paperwork yourselves.
However, many things can go wrong. If documents are not completed correctly, or within strict deadlines, many things cannot go in your favor. The cleanest way that you could represent yourself in a divorce is if the following circumstances apply:
	You and your spouse agree on all divorce issues.
	You do not share children.
	You have little or no marital property. 
	You understand the forms and the filing requirements. 

The forms are available online on the website of the Arizona Judicial Branch. 
As mentioned, it is imperative that you complete them correctly. If you don’t understand the paperwork and your requirements, you might find yourself adding much more stress to the situation.
Similarly, if you have accumulated substantial property during your marriage, cannot agree on the issues, or share children with your spouse, you also might be better off getting help from a legal professional for an affordable  …
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Details of Filing for Divorce in Arizona
If you and your spouse believe that you have reached the end of your marriage and want to file for divorce, getting help from an experienced family law attorney is critical.  Regardless of whether you will be going through a dissolution of marriage with or without children, a divorce lawyer can help you avoid mistakes that could potentially harm your future and interests.
In any divorce, there are multiple factors that each person needs to know about, and could use the help of a family law firm that is compassionate and will stop at nothing until the client receives the best possible outcome.

Below is an overview of what to expect in a divorce without kids vs. a divorce with kids.
Arizona Divorce without Children Involved
In an Arizona divorce, if you and your spouse do not have any minor children (younger than 18), you might believe that your divorce will be relatively straightforward. However, even if you are divorcing without children, many issues still need to be resolved.
Some of the issues that might arise in a divorce without children include:
	Spousal maintenance;
	Property and debt division;
	Who will retain ownership and responsibility for pets;
	Whether a spouse desires to change their last name upon divorce;
	How your divorce might impact your ability to retire

Thinking through these important issues and making a strategic plan to resolve them favorably is key to protecting your future interest after the divorce is finalized.
There are several ways to resolve a dispute without going through a divorce trial, including participating in mediation, pursuing negotiations informally, and partaking in the collaborative divorce process.

Having the assistance of an experienced divorce and property division attorney from Colburn Hintze Maletta can help you to resolve divorce-related issues and conflicts fairly while protecting your interests and preserving your potential ability to retire on time.
Below is a brief overview of each of the methods mentioned above that are out-of-court alternatives for dispute resolution.
*Note: If there are children involved in your divorce, please continue reading below. We discuss in detail the different elements.
Arizona Private Mediation – Alternative to Family Court
In private mediation, both spouses meet with a trained and neutral third-party mediator. The mediator talks to each party (separately) about each issue in dispute and works to facilitate an agreement. In many cases that don’t involve children, mediation is an excellent option because there are many creative ways to achieve a fair compromise, or uncontested divorce when the primary issues in dispute relate to the division of assets and debts.
If an agreement is reached during mediation, a Consent Decree will be drafted and signed by the parties based upon the agreed-upon terms.  After the parties sign the Consent Decree, it is submitted to the court for the judge to sign and file with the clerk of court, thereby making it an official order of the court and finalizing the divorce.

Having the help of an experienced attorney during private mediation is crucial to finding a resolution that is acceptable to all parties involved.  It is also essential to ensuring that final paperwork is completed properly.
As an added bonus, a successful mediation almost always results in a quicker and less expensive divorce than litigating a case all the way to trial.
 …
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